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SWAT Team Helps A New Start
By Esther & Jr. Sykes

On September 8th, we arrived at Haws Run Nazarene Church, located near Jacksonville, NC.  We parked our camper next to the church and made ourselves comfortable.  Pastors Ed and Olesa Hosier showed their overwhelming hospitality when they served us a scrumptious dinner in their home.  (Getting there early has its benefits!)
 

Two double-wide modular homes sit on the church property; one is used for the sanctuary and the other for classrooms and a fellowship hall.  The exterior of the sanctuary unit was in need of replacement.  The SWAT Team’s mission was to help this congregation improve the overall appearance, both inside and out, of these two units.
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Over the next two days, with the SWAT Team’s help, the people of Haws Run were able to install windows, patch drywall, repair plumbing, repair air conditioning units and ducts, reinstall the underpinning, install vinyl siding, paint the sanctuary, nursery, foyer, classroom and hallway and build a utility room.  
 

In a very short time about 20 people from the Haws Run congregation and ten SWAT Team members accomplished a great deal of work!  The Haws Run chefs fixed delicious meals and served them graciously in spite of all the construction work going on all around them.  
 

Thanks, Haws Run for inviting the SWAT Team!  You are in our prayers.    
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New Pastor and Wife Join SWAT Team
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Pastor Grady Zickefoose and his wife, Carolee, joined the SWAT Team at the Haws Run project. They have recently become the Leaders at the new Church of the Nazarene in Wake Forest, NC. This was their first time serving with the SWAT Team. Due to busy schedules it is rare that pastors take time to serve churches other than their own, but such is not the case with Pastor Grady and Carolee. What excellent role modeling!
SWAT To Help With Katrina Relief Effort
November 7-11
The S.W.A.T. Team is coordinating a trip to the Gulf Coast region to assist with the hurricane relief effort in and around Gautier (pronounced Go-shay), Mississippi. At least five Nazarene Churches and numerous families of these congregations were hit by the storm. 

Jim Stewart, SWAT Team President, and his wife, Joy, are currently in the area. Jim is serving as the coordinator of repair projects and volunteer teams for the Mississippi Nazarene District Center. Jim’s presence and knowledge of the situation has been a great asset in the planning of this event.
The Team will begin work on Monday, November 7th and invest 5 days in volunteer labor. Team members who will be traveling in/with RV’s will depart from the Carolinas on Saturday, November 5th and return home on Sunday, November 13th, 2005. Those who 
choose to fly will receive help in coordinating flight plans. We’ve heard that Air Tran currently has a roundtrip ticket for less than $200.

The activities of the week will include cleanup, construction, food/clothing distribution, meal preparation and other tasks as needed. Lodging for those who don’t have RV’s will be in the gymnasium of Crossroads Church of the Nazarene. Breakfast and dinner will be provided.  A temporary RV park is set up on the property of the church. Jim says the best thing to do if participants don’t own an RV is to borrow one. 

A group of Nazarenes from Seymour, Indiana just returned home from the area. Visit their Website to get an idea of what they experienced. www.seymournaz.org
The website for the Mississippi Nazarene District Hurricane Relief Project is  www.msnaz.org (link hurricane relief). This site will give you details about the general work efforts being addressed by Nazarenes in the area. This Website lists the pertinent needs. Among other things, there is a need for CASH. The SWAT Team would like to take a large check to the Mississippi Nazarene District to show our financial support. If you can make a financial contribution, no matter how large or small, write your check to the SWAT Team and indicate “Katrina” on the memo. Your contributions will be tax deductible. One hundred percent of your contributions will go to the relief effort.
If you plan to participate or want more information contact Steve Blakeman. If you want to go but can’t go during the above stated time, Jim will help you get plugged in whenever you can. Contact him for more details (919-623-4821).
Future Events

January 2006:  The SWAT Team leadership is considering coordinating another trip to the Gulf Coast to continue helping with hurricane relief. More details to follow.

International Event

The International event to Trajillo, Peru that was planned for November has been postponed indefinitely. We need to wait until we receive funds that will allow us to purchase materials needed for this event. If you are interested please contact George Matijow at  george@mmrx.com or (919) 848-7936.
About 20 from Haws Run and 10 from the SWAT Team participated





Lee McKeithan cut more vinyl siding than he cares to remember





Pastor Ed Hosier directs construction traffic





How many Team Members does it take to cut 1 piece of siding?





“Use your whole body as a tool to do what is right for the glory of God.” Rom 6:13b (NLT)
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